




 

� Give students a purpose for reading
� Focus students’ attention on what they are to learn
� Help students to think actively as they read
� Encourage students to monitor their comprehension
� Allow students to make personal connections in and outside the text

� Provides modeling for 
� Creates a classroom community
� Creates an enjoyable classroom experience
� Allows students to listen to a higher leveled text
� Increases vocabulary
�
� Deepens comprehe

� Have a clear/targeted goal
�
� Build one concept on another to progress in learning
�
� Build academic vocabulary according to the level of students
� Foster community through a shared language
� Check for understanding to give accurate feedback
�

understanding of the text



First Read Aloud

Goal: Increase listening skills and develop vocabulary while enjoying Jayylen’s 
Christmas Wish.

Vocabulary Development 

Ask the following comprehension q  at the start of the read aloud to give a 

responses.

– Secret Santa
(pp 2-5)  groaned

 exchange

–  “slump of her shoulders”
 (pp. 6-11)   Alaska

“on base”
  “heart sank”
 shrugged 

– barely
(pp. 12-17)

– “lump in his throat”
(pp. 18-21)  

Say - Listen as I read the story – Jayylen’s Christmas Wish by  and 
illustrated by David Wilkerson. We are going to learn new words, build our 
comprehension and analyze the characters from our story. Today I want you to 
listen carefully and enjoy the text. 

Say - What do you think is Jayylen’s Christmas wish? 

– barracks
(p.-22)  



Suggestion: Post the comprehension ques�on before reading.

Post the vocabulary words and the vocabulary chart for that sec�on. 

Ask students what they already know about each word before reading.      
Then give the defini�on so students can write the defini�on in the appropriate 
box.   Allow students to turn and talk with a partner to create a sentence or 
picture demonstra�ng the word.      
Give a defini�on within context.      
The examples of words with similar meaning is a bonus ac�vity for the chart.

Turn and Talk Strategy

During this read aloud have students share with a partner. Students can receive 
about a minute to give each student an opportunity to respond to the 
ques�on. If needed, name an A and B partner to control who should be sharing 
and who should be listening during Turn and Talk Strategy.

Revisit this same vocabulary process for sec�ons 3, 4, 5 and 6.

VOCABULARY CHART

Word/Phrase /In Context

Sentence or Picture Examples of words with similar meaning  

See Appendix 1



Second Read Aloud

Goal: Increase listening skills, comprehension 
students become more involved in the read aloud.

Ask the following comprehension q  at the start of the read aloud to give a 

responses.

A�er developing vocabulary, use the Story Tracker as each sec�on of the book 
is read.  Model a response for one or two sec�ons.      
Then allow students to Turn and Talk Strategy with a partner as they write their 
responses in the Story Tracker. Share responses.

Story Tracker
What’s happening?/Why? (pp.2-5) What’s happening?/Why? (pp. 6-11)

What’s happening?/Why? (pp. 12-17) What’s happening?/Why? (pp. 18-21)

What’s happening?/Why? (pp.22-23) What’s happening?/Why? (p.24)

Author’s Conclusion My Thoughts (Student)

See Appendix 1

To increase comprehension, the Character Encounter Chart is also available to 
help students analyze the character as events happen in the text.      
This chart is also used for each sec�on to note the changes or non-changes in 
the character development. An example for Jayylen is below:

Say – Have you ever had a Christmas wish?



   Character Encounter 
Name Character Traits Evidence Any Changes Evidence
Jaylene Loved his family 

and excited to buy 
Jayylen asked his 
sister to drive him 

No Jayylen decided to 
raise money to buy 

Hazel

Mom (Helen)

Cousin (Lamson)

Paw Paw Jimmy

Grandma Louvanna

Manuel

   See Appendix 1

To increase comprehension, the following Main Idea graphic organizer can be 
used to support students to organize their thoughts to get the gist of each reading 

Main Idea

Detail

  See Appendix 1

Model the t as you go through the p g out the Main Idea 
chart during the read aloud.      
Then allow students to use the Turn and Talk Strategy with a partner to create 
the main idea and suppor�ng details. 

The following are ques at c e Read -
Stop- Say Something Strategy.



 Book Cover 

What can you tell me about the cover of this book?
 Possible Response:  There are two males hugging. They are possibly related There is a 
Christmas tree so it must Christmas �me.

 Who is the author and illustrator?
  Response: Lavaille s the author.  David Wilkerson is the illustrator.

  Secret Santa pages 2-5

 What is the g of the story? How do you know?
  Possible Response: The season is Christmas. The story starts in the 
living room (Den or family room). There is a decorated Christmas 
tree and  stockings on the lace, Christmas w

 What is the rela�onship of the characters? 
Possible Responses:  Jayylen is Hazel’s brother. They are family. Tyrone is Jayylen’s
father   (in the Santa suit). 

 What does the term, “Secret Santa” mean? 
   Possible Response: “Secret Santa” means you are giving a  secretly to someone
 for Christmas and you reveal your self later or on Christmas. 

Why does Jayylen need his sister’s help?
  Possible Response: He hasn’t bought his 
 Hazel to drive him to the store.

   The Disappointment pages 6-11

Why did Jayylen’s mom, Helen, have a tear run down her cheek 
  talking on the phone to Manuel?

  Possible Response: She received sad news. She was disappointed and hurt that 
Manuel  asn’t coming home for Christmas.

 What was Jayylen’s problem?
 Possible Response: Jayylen’s problem was how to involve Ma uel 
in the Christmas   celebra�on.



 Was Hazel able to help Jayylen with his problem?
  Possible Response: 
  Point? Manuel’s stuck in Alaska, and that’s that.”
 What advise can you give Jayylen?
  Possible Response: (Open student response)

   Cousin’s Advice pages 12-13

  Possible Response: Lamson  
bring home“ ”

 
 to Manuel by  

Did Jayylen like his cousin’s advise? 
   Possible Response: Yes, he liked his cousin’s advise because it guided Jayylen 

 toward thinking of something even be�er. 

What did Jay len decide to do?
 Possible Response: Jayylen decided to raise money to bring his family to Alaska.

 
Jayylen Raises Money pages 14-17

 What was Jayylen’s strategy for raising money?
Possible Response: Jay len decided to do several odd jobs to raise money; helped 

neighbors put up Christmas lights, carried groceries, walked dogs, sold model  
trains and helped Paw Paw Jimmy’s friends set up their email.      

Was it enough to buy airline 
 Possible Response: No, it was not enough to s for the e e family. 

 
  
 

How do you know?
Possible Response: His sister Hazel, looked at the cash and saw that it was 

      

 
   
  

pages 18The Plan -21

Why did Jayylen need a plan?
Possible Response: Jayylen nee
family.  



 What was the plan? 
Possible Response: He decided to raise the money. 

 How did he resolve his dilemma using the plan? 

   Possible Response: Since he did not have enough money, his sister, Hazel gave 
him  the money she had been saving from her paychecks. 

What part of the plan did Paw Paw Jimmy and Grandma Louvanna 
 contribute to the plan?      
  Possible Response:  Paw Paw Jimmy and Grandma Louvanna encouraged Jayylen
 to follow through with the plan to take the family to Alaska. They were very excited 
 about the idea and wanted to tell Jayylen’s parents.

   Family Arrival pages 22-23

 Who celebrated Christmas with Manuel? 
 Possible Response: Manuel celebrated Christmas with Jayylen, Mom (Helen),
 Dad (Tyrone), sister (Hazel), Paw Paw Jimmy, Grandma Louvanna and other soldiers from 

  his barracks. 

 How do you think Jayylen feels now? Describe these feelings.
 Possible Response: Jayylen feels happy and excited. He was so thrilled to have his family
 together for Christmas.

Jayylen’s family had for Christmas. 
Jayylen’s Family Christmas Meal

Christmas Dinner Check if you have eaten this 
food item

List the food items your 
family’s Christmas meal

gumbo
dressing
mac and cheese
potato salad
peas
fried turkey
sweet potato pie

See Appendix 1



Jayylen’s Christmas Wish page 24

Why did Jayylen say,” Both of our Christmas wishes came true!”
 Did you enjoy the ending to the story? Why or why not?

 Possible Responses: Manuel said that Jayylen’s idea made his Christmas
 wish come true. Also, Jayylen had the same wish as Manuel.
 (Last two ques�ons, accept all responses.)



APPENDIX 1



Jayylen’s Family Christmas Meal
Christmas Dinner Check if you 

have eaten this 
food item

List the food items your family’s 
Christmas meal

gumbo

dressing

mac and cheese

potato salad

peas

fried turkey

sweet potato pie

gelatin rainbow treats



VOCABULARY
Jayylen’s Christmas Wish

Word/Phrase Definition/In Context

Sentence or Picture Examples of words with Similar 
Meaning



Story Tracker
What’s happening?/Why? (pp.2-5) What’s happening?/Why? (pp. 6-11)

What’s happening?/Why? (P. 12 -17) What’s happening?/Why? (pp. 18-21)

What’s happening?/Why? (pp. 22-23) What’s happening?/Why? (p. 24)

Author’s Conclusion My Thoughts



Character Encounter

Name Character Traits Evidence Any 
Changes

Evidence

Jayylen Loved his family and 
excited to buy a gift 

Jayylen asked his 
sister to drive him 

to buy a gift

No Jayylen decided to raise 
money to buy the gift

Hazel

Mom (Helen)

Cousin 
(Lamson)

Paw Paw Jimmy

Grandma 
Louvanna

Manuel



M
AIN

 IDEA



APPENDIX 2



BRAIN TRIVIA – Test Your Knowledge

Read each trivia question. Allow the child/children to respond. Celebrate all correct 
responses with a high five or a celebration dance.

1. Who is the author of Jayylen’s Christmas Wish?
(Lavaille Lavette)

2. Where was Jayylen’s brother, Manuel?
(Alaska, army, on-base)

3. What does shrugged mean?
(one’s shoulder raised slightly to express doubt)

4. What was meant by Secret Santa?
(one person gives a secret gift to someone)

5. What was Jayylen’s cousin’s name?
(Lamson)

6. How did Jayylen raise money for the tickets to see Manuel?
(Odd jobs -. He helped neighbors put up Christmas decorations. He carried
groceries. He walked dogs. He helped set up emails for Paw Paw Jimmy’s
friends. He sold modeled trains.)

7. What was Jayylen’s wish?
(To celebrate Christmas with Manuel)

8. What advise did his cousin give that sparked him to raise money for his
Christmas wish?
( “bring home to him” )



Do You Know

1. Do you know Jayylen’s mother’s name?  ____________________________

2. Do you know Jayylen’s father’s name?  _____________________________

3. Do you know who said, “Bring home to him?”  _________________________

4. Do you know who said, “Your idea made
my Christmas wish come true.” ?  __________________________

5. Do you know who said, “Let’s go tell your parents the plan” ? _____________

6. Do you know Jayylen’s sister’s name?   ________________________

7. Do you know Jayylen’s grandfather’s name?  ______________________

8. Do you know who received a new driver’s license? ______________________

 ______________________

Answers: 1. Helen 2. Tyrone 3.Lamson 4. Manuel 5. Grandma Louvanna 6. Hazel 
7. Paw Paw Jimmy 8. Hazel 9. Soldiers



Retell the Story – 

Retell the story in your own words thinking about the beginning, middle and 
end. 
Beginning 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Middle 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

End 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 

Retell or illustrate the story with a different ending. 



Draw a picture relating to family Christmas traditions. Compare and contrast 
your Christmas traditions to Jayylen’s Christmas traditions. 

Jayylen’s Family

Your Family



CHOICE BOARD - Choose one or more projects below to promote learning.

Select one ac vity from 
your Christmas celebra on 
and develop a comic strip 
to show fun and ac on 
between family and 
friends.

Research a Christmas 
song. Share the author 
and origin and 
background of the lyrics. 
Also, share various 
pictures if needed.

If you were Jayylen’s 
friend, what message 
would you tell him to 
support him through his 

would you ask him?

Write an invita onal le er 
to invite friends and family 
to your pretend Christmas 
gathering. Share the 
ac vi es and meal with 
pictures to create 
excitement. Use many 
descrip ve words to 
encourage readers to want 
to a end your Christmas 
celebra on.

Create a collage of photos 
showing the joy of family 
and friends at Christmas 

can also be used.

Pretend you are a TV 
reporter and create a video 
repor�ng on the Christmas 
celebra�on with Jayylen
and family. 

Select a character from 
the story and write at least 
three sentences about 
them.

Jayylen enjoys reading 
and learning about his 
hero, Elijah McCoy.  
Who/What do you enjoy 
reading about? Explain 
what and why. 

Interview 3 people and 

celebrate Christmas 

Who do you celebrate 
Christmas with and where? 
What is the normal 
Christmas meal? What 

on Christmas?




